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SIR CHARLES NAPIER                  CHAJ>.

Napier saw the heavy battery now close above him. The
idea at once occurred to him to assault it; and gathering
by great personal exertions about thirty of his men and
three or four officers together, he led them straight upon
the battery. But his efforts were useless. The companies
had become broken and disordered in carrying the
village: the Forty-Second had not continued its advance
to Elvina; and no supporting corps was sent to
strengthen and secure the success which the Fiftieth had
achieved. This forlorn hope leading straight upon the
battery went down between a fire which smote them
almost as much from their friends in rear as from their
enemies in front, and by the time the foot of the steep
ascent was gained, Charles Napier found himself almost
alone before the enemy. The reason why this bold
onslaught upon the battery, which was the key of the
French position, was thus allowed to run out into a
useless sacrifice of life was easily explained later on,
although at the moment Napier, knowing nothing of
what was happening in his rear, angrily cursed at the
supposed hesitation of his men to follow him. To
explain the unfortunate result of this attack we must go
back to the original position on the ridge. Scarcely had
Napier led the Fiftieth upon Elvina than Moore rode up
again to the point where he had before stood, and casting
his eye upon the tide of battle flowing below him took
in at once the situation. Riding forward in the wake of
the Fiftieth, he cheered on that regiment to the attack.
"Well done, Fiftieth; well done, my majors," he cried;
for Napier's promotion to field-rank had been due to his
influence, and Stanhope the other major was endeared
to him by stronger ties, Charles Stanhope was the